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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
354. Hon COLIN DE GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
I refer to the minister’s comments in Farm Weekly on 10 June — 

There is a change in direction that has come with our government and we are very focused on 
rebuilding DAFWA and its research and development in deep collaboration with universities and 
industry … 
We believe that our primary industries department needs to be more than a regulatory function, it really 
has to bring that whole culture of R&D and long-term expertise that can feed into the rest of the supply 
chain. 

(1) How much funding will the minister cut from the 48 grower groups around the state? 
(2) How many research and development jobs in agriculture will be created in the new Department of 

Primary Industries and Regional Development? 
(3) How many of these positions will be based in regional WA and in which locations? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question, and I make the comment that repairing the department after eight 
years of slash and burn is really going to take some time. For example, the decimation of the 
department has compromised our ability to deal effectively with major plant biosecurity issues, as we 
have discovered recently, and resourcing this area must be our priority if we are to protect the industry. 
As the member is aware, the department is currently being restructured as we combine it with the 
Department of Regional Development, which, ironically, has virtually no staff in the regions. We are 
certainly aiming to correct that. In summary, this is a work in progress and it will take us some time to 
fix that department. 
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